
 

Nacogdoches High School: English I PreAP Summer Reading 2016-2017 

 

In preparation for English I PAP at Nacogdoches High School, we ask you to read the classic 
novel Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck.  Amazon.com introduces the book by saying,  
 

They are an unlikely pair: George is "small and quick and dark of face"; Lennie, a 

man of tremendous size, has the mind of a young child. Yet they have formed a 

"family," clinging together in the face of loneliness and alienation. 
 

Laborers in California's dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living 

a hand-to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of 

land and a shack they can call their own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the 

Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their grasp. But even 

George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations of a flirtatious woman, nor predict 

the consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught 

him. 
And The New York Times describes Of Mice and Men as, “a thriller, a gripping tale… that you will not 

set down until it is finished.  Steinbeck has touched the quick.”  
 
Your assignment is designed to ensure that you have something to read this summer and to show 
your understanding of reading and analysis.  The work will be a major grade in the first six 
weeks’ grading period.  In addition, we will use the book to continue discussion and analysis in 
class.  Ideally you will want to own a copy of the book for annotation; however, the high school 
has some copies to lend.  They may not be written in. We encourage your parents to read the book 
with you so that you can have meaningful conversations about portions that might be confusing or 
troublesome. 
 
In addition, write a letter to your teacher to introduce yourself.  Here is your chance to inform 
your teacher of your accomplishments, your favorites, your skills, your weaknesses.  We 
teachers may be especially interested in you as a reader and writer.  Share your hopes and fears 
about high school so that we may anticipate and assist you on your path at Nacogdoches High 
School.  
  
Have a wonderful summer, and we will see you in August. 
Should you need to contact a teacher, please see the information below. 
 

Ms. Victoria Doggett: email v_doggett@nacisd.org (only check school email about once a week) 
and cell phone 936-414-5156 (call or text) 

Ms. Carrie Moody:  email cmoody@nacisd.org  
Ms. Betsy Tucker:  email btucker@nacisd.org  
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Assignment: Minimum of Ten Journal Entries: Each entry must contain the following: 

*direct quotes consisting of an example of one of the following literary elements: foreshadowing, 

symbolism, simile, metaphor, imagery, personification. 

*each literary term is used no more than twice in two separate entries 

*each literary term is identified with bolded print and explained 

*page number of quote in text is labeled 

*date read the section is marked 

*a reaction paragraph of how this specific quote is powerful, meaningful, or important (5-8 sentences) 

[see the suggested list for ideas] 

*one visual representation of your reaction in the form of a drawing, printed picture, photograph, 

collage, chart, graph, etc. 

*one complete sentence as a caption to explain the significance of the visual image; be insightful 

type all entries in 12 point Times New Roman font 

double space your text 

include a cover page with name, date, subject, and an image 

staple all pages together or place in a report cover 

The entire assignment is due, hard copy and electronic copy, by Friday, September 2 
This assignment must be typed AND SAVED ON A USB OR FLASH DRIVE. Your work must be your own and will be 
checked for originality through a plagiarism website during the second week of school.  
THIS IS DUE FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2015. 
 

It is recommended that you take notes in your book while reading to keep up with setting, plot, and characters. 
 
Reaction/Quotation Analysis Ideas 
 As you read Of Mice and Men, here are some suggested theme topics: 

■ prejudice 
■ life’s significance 
■ innocence 
■ friendship 
■ dreams and plans 
■ isolation  
■ power vs. weakness 

 
In addition to focusing on these topics, you can choose a 
quote that: 

■ reveals a significant trait of a character 
■ contributes to the tone of the novel 
■ creates humor 
■ seems to offer wisdom 

 
Or, you can 

■ make a connection to something in your own life 
experience 

■ ask a question 
■ make a prediction 
■ make a comparison to today’s attitudes and 

culture 
 
Select quotations that cover a variety of topics. Do 
not simply compare every passage to your own life. 
A guideline could be to compose an entry within 
each ten pages.  
Remember:  
■ You must have at least 10 entries 
■ Entries must be drawn from all parts of the 

book. 
■ Reaction commentary must focus on 

interpretation or analysis, NO SUMMARIES!  
■ The commentary should identify the trait or 

topic of focus IN BOLD! 

 



 
 
Glossary of Literary Terms with Examples 
 
Allusion: a short informal reference to a famous person or event; the best sources for allusions are literature, 

history, mythology, and the Bible 
 Example: Plan ahead: it wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark. 

 
Hyperbole: deliberate exaggeration of conditions for emphasis or effect 

 Example:  There are a thousand reasons why more research is needed for changing your schedule. 
  
Imagery: words that vividly describe through the five senses: sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell 

 Example: “...black and lurid tarn that lay in unruffled luster by the dwelling…” (Poe) 
 
Metaphor:  compares two different things by speaking of one in terms of the other; unlike a simile or analogy, 

metaphor asserts that one thing is another thing; frequently a metaphor uses one of the “to be” verbs 
Example:  We are the trees whom shaking fastens more. (George Herbert) 

                  I wonder when motor mouth is going to run out of gas. 
 
Personification: metaphorically represents an animal or inanimate object as having human attributes; 

attributes of form, character, feelings, behavior, etc.  Ideas and abstractions can also be personified. 
Example: The ship began to creak and protest as it struggled against the rising sea. 

 
Simile: a comparison between two different things that resemble each other in at least one way and the phrase 

includes the word “like” or “as’ 
 Example: Our body is like the cage, and the spirit is like the bird. (Baha’i Reference Library) 

 
Symbolism: something that on the surface is its literal self but which also has another meaning or even several 

meanings 
  Example: A sword may be a sword and also symbolize justice. 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Name:____________ 

Date (the date due):_________ 

  Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Summer Reading Assignment  
Reaction Journal Entry ____  

Date Section Was Read:_____________                          Page Number of Quote:__________ 

Direct Quotation:  
 

This is an example of (literary element) _______________________ because ____________   
 

Reaction: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Visual Representation (use space provided): 
  
  
  
  
  
  
                           

  
Caption/Explanation of Visual: 
 

 

 

 

 



Student Name 

September 2, 2016 

Summer Reading: Of Mice and Men 

REACTION JOURNAL ENTRY (# Example) 

Date section was read: 7/14/15        Page number of quote 15 

Direct quote: 

“On the sandy bank under the trees the leaves lie deep and so crisp that a lizard makes a great 

skittering if he runs among them.” 

This is an example of imagery. (literary element) because it uses the senses to describe the feel of the crisp 

leaves, the sound of the lizard through the leaves, and the picturesque setting. 

 

Reaction: 

Steinbeck opens this novel with a description of the Salinas River Bank. This description depicts the 

beauty as the day comes to an end. It is so quiet and peaceful that you can hear the sound of a 

lizard “skittering” through the dry leaves. 

This reminds me of the time I spent at my grandparent’s house. There were lizards everywhere.  Being from 

the city, this really freaked me out.  In this quotation, the lizard is not so scary. 

 

  
 

Caption/Explanation: Even creepy lizards have a place in the world. 

 



English I PreAP Summer Reading Rubric 
 EXCELLENT GOOD POOR UNACCEPTABLE 
 
 

LITERARY ELEMENTS 
 
(30 points total;  
3 points per entry) 

Reaction correctly identifies 
and consistently focuses on 
the impact of one of the 
specified literary elements in 
the text. 
 
 

3 points 

Reaction correctly identifies 
and  
mostly focuses on the impact 
of one of the specified literary 
elements in the text. 
 
 

2 points 

Although the student’s 
reaction correctly identifies 
and mostly focuses on the 
impact of one of the specified 
literary elements, the student 
has already analyzed this 
element twice before. 

1 point 

NO RESPONSE or the 
student’s reaction DOES 
NOT correctly identify and 
focus on the impact of one of 
the specified literary elements 
in the text. 
 
 

0 points 
 
 

INSIGHT AND 
REFLECTION 

 
(30 points total;  
3 points per entry) 

Analysis of the quote is 
substantial and shows 
penetrating insight. 
Analysis thoroughly explains 
why the quote is powerful, 
meaningful, or important. 
Ideas and opinions show 
thoughtfulness and 
originality. 

3 points 

Analysis of the quote is 
sufficient and shows some 
insight. 
Analysis adequately explains 
why the quote is powerful, 
meaningful, or important. 
Ideas and opinions show some 
thoughtfulness. 
 

2 points 

Analysis of the quote is 
minimal and superficial. 
Analysis shows a limited 
understanding of what makes 
the quote powerful, 
meaningful, or important. 
Ideas and opinions show little 
or no thoughtfulness. 
 

1 point 

 
Faulty or illogical analysis; 
No analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0 points 
 

LANGUAGE AND 
CONVENTIONS 

 
(10 points total;  
1 point per entry) 

Purposeful and precise word 
choice; 
Consistent command of 
grammar and conventions;  
Effective sentence 
construction 

1 point 

Mostly clear and specific 
word choice; 
Adequate command of 
grammar and conventions;  
Adequate sentence 
construction 

1 point 

General and imprecise word 
choice; 
Some distracting errors in 
grammar and conventions; 
Weak sentence construction 

0 points 

Serious errors in grammar 
and conventions 
 
 
 
 

0 points. 
 

VISUAL 
REPRESENTATION AND 

EXPLANATION 
 
(3 points per image;  
30 points total) 

Visual representation is 
original and shows an 
obvious connection to text. 
Explanation clearly explains 
the symbolic connection 
between the image and the 
text. 

3 points 

Visual representation is 
original and shows an 
obvious connection to text, 
Explanation reveals a 
connection between the image 
and the text. 
 

2 points 

Visual representation reveals a 
literal or superficial 
interpretation of the text. 
The explanation describes a 
superficial or literal 
connection to the text. 
 

1 point 

Incomplete; no logical 
connection between visual and 
text 
 
 
 
 
 

0 points 
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Journal 
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Reaction 
Journal 
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Reaction 
Journal 
5 
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Reaction 
Journal 
6 
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Reaction 
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8 
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10 
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TOTAL 
POINTS 
EARNED FOR 
EACH  
JOURNAL 

          

 


